Genetics of craniofacial disorders.
Due to the many recent and complementary advances in developmental biology and molecular genetics, we are learning much about the genetics of craniofacial disorders. In particular there is new information regarding craniosynostosis and orofacial clefting, which are among the more common birth defects. The pathogenesis of craniosynostosis, as well as the newest developments in the study of the common craniosynostotic syndromes, is discussed in this review. Genes and chromosomal regions implicated in orofacial clefting are reviewed. Lastly, insights are given into the pathogenesis of common craniofacial malformations as provided by animal models of human disease.